
2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER 
YEAR A 

19th April 2020 

 

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Alan Gibson CM 

 
PARISH PHONE: 

9401 6390 
 

PARISH EMAIL & WEB: 
info@stjosephsmalvern.org.au 

bulletin@stjosephsmalvern.org.au 
www.stjosephsmalvern.org.au 

 
PARISH BUSINESS 
MANAGER/SECRETARY: 

Mrs Chris Earl 
Monday—Thursday 
8.00am—4.00pm 

Mr Hung Chau 
Friday 9.00am—3.00pm 

 
PARISH OFFICE ADDRESS: 

47 Stanhope Street, Malvern 
 
 

JOCARE—COORDINATOR: 
Mrs Kerri Anne Brussen 

9401 6392 
jocare@stjosephsmalvern.org.au 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
 
 

PARISH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL: 
St Joseph’s Primary 

Principal 
Mrs Michelle Moore 

9597 6300 

ST JOSEPH’S IS A CHILD SAFE PARISH 
At St Joseph’s we hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people as a central and  

fundamental responsibility of our parish. 

GOSPEL: 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them. 
 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors 
were closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the 
Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be 
with you,’ and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were 
filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, 
‘Peace be with you. 
 

 ‘As the Father sent me, 
 so am I sending you.’ 
 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
 

 ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
 For those whose sins you forgive, 
 they are forgiven; 
 for those whose sins you retain, 
 they are retained.’ 
 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with 
them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the 
Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his 
hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I 
can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the 
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The  



doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no 
longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: 
 

 ‘You believe because you can see me. 
 Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
 

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this 
book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that  
believing this you may have life through his name. 

FR ALAN’S REFLECTION 
 

WE WILL RISE AGAIN 
 

During the week I was sent a YouTube link https://youtu.be/D5DhJS5hGWc to a beautiful  
inspiring piece of music. The song is in Italian, but it has English subtitles which can be easi-
ly accessed. The English translation of the refrain of the song 'Rinascerò, Rinascerai' is ‘I will 
be reborn, we will be reborn’. The music is about the city of Bergamo in Italy which is 45  
kilometers north of Milan in the Lombardy Province. This is a city which has a population of 
120,000 people. It is estimated that 4,500 people have died there. The daily news out of  
Bergamo has shown images of trucks moving the bodies of those who have died for burial. 
What is particularly sad about this is that there is no funeral ceremony and no loved ones are 
able to be present. I sent this piece of music to a friend who remarked how incredible it was 
that in the midst of all this, people were still able to be creative in a way that inspires and  
uplifts others. Reflecting on the song after listening to it a couple of times led me to the  
conclusion that not even the most terrible of circumstances can stop the human spirit from 
rising. This is what the resurrection is all about. 
 

Today’s Gospel finds the disciples in a locked room for fear of the Jews. In the midst of  
chaos, fear and shame Jesus comes and stands amongst them and tells them “Peace be 
with you.” He extends them this blessing at a time when external circumstances seemed to  
dictate that they had no reason to feel peaceful. Yet the peace that Jesus offers is not a 
peace that the world knows of. It is a peace based on deep contentment of knowing that  
despite whatever is happening God is still present. This message made such an impression 
on the disciples that they were able to respond to Jesus’ accompanying message “As the  
Father has sent me so am I sending you.” From there they moved beyond the locked doors 
and went out to fearlessly proclaim his mission. Even Thomas, who had initially refused to 
believe unless he had physical proof, was convinced. From the moment they left that locked 
room behind they began their participation in Jesus’ resurrection. 
 

This week on the local front we heard news that perhaps there would be a relaxing of the re-
strictions. The curve appeared to be flattening. Then we subsequently heard that the State 
of Emergency in Victoria would be extended to May 11th. One can only imagine what we  



must have felt when we heard all of this. Another month of having to stay within the confines 
of our own homes being only allowed to leave for specific reasons. One can only wonder 
how long this will go on for? It is into the situation that we currently find ourselves that Jesus 
comes and stands amongst us also offering us the same message “Peace be with you.” Just 
as  
As Jesus was able to go through the locked doors of the room where the disciples were stay-
ing Jesus comes into the confines of our homes to be present to us. Just like the disciples he  
also commissions us to keep moving forward in hope. We may be restricted in how we can 
do that physically, but nothing can stop us if we respond to Jesus’s message by determining 
that our human spirits will rise nevertheless. 
 

As the Christian community in our First Reading were united in heart, mind and soul let us 
remain united in our efforts to encourage one another. In the Gospel Jesus breathed on his 
disciples and told them to “Receive the Holy Spirit.” In placing his hands into Jesus’ hands 
and side and saying, “My Lord and my God”, Thomas made an act of loving surrender. Let 
us also place ourselves in God’s hands and allow him to breathe new life into us during 
these troubled times. 

Message from Fr Alan 
 
I hope this finds everyone well and that you all had a good Easter. On  
Easter Sunday I blessed our Easter Candle in readiness for the day when 
our Church can be open once more. Over this past week the CDFPay for 
Parishes – Online Payment Portal has been put on our parish website. 
This allows those who would normally contribute to the Parish by cash or envelope to keep 
contributing to the Parish during this time of lockdown. It is easy to use. This week I did the  
funeral for Chris Jenkins, who had been part of our parish community for over 60 years. Up 
until recently Chris was normally at mass at Cabrini on Thursdays and Saturday night. I ask if 
you would please keep Chris and his family in your prayers at this time. Finally, this week I have 
included on article in the bulletin on the situation in Bergamo, Italy. It reminds us how many 
parts of the world are deeply affected by the Coronavirus COVID-19. In my homily I have placed 
a link which contains an inspiration song which I think speaks much to us about the  
resurrection. With best wishes for this week. 
 
Fr. Alan 



Monday 20th April 2020 
Readings: Acts 4:23-31; John 3:1-8 
WHERE ARE WE? 
In our readings today we have two positions in regard to faith. I am 
going to start backwards here. Firstly, we have Nicodemus. He comes   
to Jesus because he was attracted by what Jesus has to offer. Howev-
er, the Gospel also notes that he went to Jesus by night. He was timid 
in his faith. He went at that time because he did not want anyone to 
know. By contrast in our First Reading we hear about the Early  
Christian Community boldly proclaiming their faith. They were not 
afraid to bring their faith into the light for all to see. 
 
Where do I stand in regard to these two positions on faith? 
 
 
 
Tuesday 21st April 2020 
Readings: Acts 4:32-37; John 3:7-15 
THE CHALLENGE 
In today’s Gospel we listen to the continuing dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus. It is clear that  
Nicodemus was attracted to Jesus. He wanted to know more about him. He was keen to see if Jesus 
could enlighten him. Jesus responds by spending time with Nicodemus. In the process he challenges him 
to believe that there is more than what the world in front of him was offering. Jesus speaks about the 
things that are above. It was their belief in things above that enabled the early Christian to live united in 
heart and soul. They felt no need to capture or possess anything because they knew that God would  
provide everything they ever needed. 
 
The challenge for us is do we trust God like that? 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 22nd April 2020 
Readings: Acts 5:17-26; John 3:16-21 
DECISION TIME 
Today concludes the dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus for 
now. We will not hear about Nicodemus again until after Jesus dies 
on the cross. Jesus was trying to tell Nicodemus who he was and 
his mission. Nicodemus was grappling with the presence and  
person of Jesus. He believed Jesus was of God. Yet despite being 
amazed at Jesus and his works he had yet to commit at that stage. 
 

Jesus tells Nicodemus the heart of his mission. He tells him he 
comes from God as his only Begotten Son in order to open the way to salvation for all humanity. Jesus 
leaves it at that. He had told Nicodemus  
everything he could. It was now time for Nicodemus to make a decision. 
 

Is this not true for us as well? We have heard as much as we can about Jesus through the scriptures. 
Having received all the information, we can we either decide to give ourselves completely to God or not? 



Saturday 25th April 2020 (ANZAC DAY) 
Readings: Acts 6:1-7; John 6:16-21 
ACCEPTING THE INVITATION 
During my twelve years in Fiji, I was either part or leading Come and 
See Weekends. These weekends were for men who were considering a 
vocation to the Vincentian Community, whether it be priesthood or  
brotherhood. Over the course of these weekends I was always touched 
by the willingness of these men in their attempts to open their hearts to 
discern what the Lord was asking of them. 
 

Today we hear the words from Jesus “Courage it is I do not be afraid.” It 
reminds us that the primary  
vocation for all of us is to accept Jesus’ invitation to come to him. It is not what we ultimately do with our 
lives that is of primary importance. What matters most is how open we are to responding to whatever it is 
that God is asking of us. 

Thursday 23rd April 2020 
Readings: Acts 5:27-33; John 3:31-36 
THE GREATER AUTHORITY 
Who has the greater power? Jesus answers this by contrasting the things of heaven 
to the things of earth. In the First Reading by bringing the disciples before them and 
demanding an explanation it seemed that the Sanhedrin had the greater power, but 
they did not. The disciples had the greater power through their willingness to testify 
to the one who comes from above. 
 

This reminds us that no matter what position or status we hold in life there is no  
substitute to moral authority. By submitting to God and placing his authority above all 
others opens the way to eternal life. 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 24th April 2020 
Readings: Acts 5:34-42; John 6:1-15 
GIVING ALL 

Today we hear how the boy with the five loaves and two fishes gave 
everything he had to Jesus. As a result of this Jesus was able to multiply 
the offering to more than satisfy the crowd. Similarly, in the First  
Reading, the number who believed in Jesus multiplied as a result of the 
disciples’ efforts of giving all to the Lord. 
 

If we prepared to give our all in life and it has God as its origin, then God 
will also multiply our efforts many times over. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CDFpay for Parishes – Online Payment Portal 
 
During this time, when visits to our Church are suspended, we are striving to ensure that our 
parishioners remain connected through new and creative pastoral programmes. While we 
continue to help those in our community the parish continues to incur ongoing overhead 
costs and we need your help. 
 
The good news is that Catholic Development Fund (CDF) and the Archdiocese of Melbourne 
have partnered to build an online parish payment portal, CDFpay for Parishes. 
 
This site enables you to make quick and easy online thanksgiving payments – you can  
set-up a recurring payment, if you haven’t done so already, or you can choose a one-off  
offering. 
 
The St Joseph’s Parish Malvern site is live and can be found via this link:  
��&ƉĂǇ�ĨŽƌ�^ƚ�:ŽƐĞƉŚ͛Ɛ�WĂƌŝƐŚ͕�DĂůǀĞƌŶ 
 
We thank you in advance for supporting our parish community. 
 
 













Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional land of the Boon Wurrung and Wurundjeri people and offer  

our respects to the elders past, present and future. We recognise and respect the cultural heritage of this land. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 
BAPTISM:  
 
THE SICK:  John & Marie Horan, Mim Nerlich, 
Barbara Westcott, Janet Murphy, Mal Logan, Anne 
Peric, Br Paul Smith fsc 
 
RECENTLY DECEASED: 
Christopher Jenkins 
 
ANNIVERSARIES: 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
April 19  People of the Parish 
 

April 21   
 

April 22   
 

April 23   
 

April 24   
 

April 25  Deceased Australian Diggers (dec) 
 

If you are wanting to book a Mass Intention, 
please call the Paris Office on 9401 6390 or 

info@stjosephsmalvern.org.au 

2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER (Year A) 
FIRST READING:  Acts 2:42-47 
SECOND READING:  1 Peter 1:3-9 
GOSPEL:    John 20:19-31 
 
 
 
 

 Next Sunday’s Readings 
  3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER (A) 
  Acts 2:14.22-363 
  1 Peter 1:17-21 
  Luke 24:13-35 

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH—Mass Times 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil—NO MASS 
Sunday—NO MASS 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday—NO MASS 
Tuesday—NO MASS 
Wednesday—NO MASS 
Thursday—NO MASS 
Friday—NO MASS 
 
Reconciliation 
by appointment only 

PLEASE NOTE!! 
 

Mass Intentions are still being  
taken and said by Fr Alan each 
morning at a private Mass. 
 

Parish Office is closed until  
further notice. 
Please ring, 9401 6391 before 
you stop by to make sure there is 
someone in attendance. 

 

CLOSURE OF CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Due to the increased restrictions announced by the 
Government, it is with much regret that the Church 
needs to close indefinitely. Unfortunately this means 
personal visits to the Church are not permitted until 
further notice. 


